IOVini Ipecac 3i Tr Opii mv Aqua 3 iv Sp' Lav 3ss [th] 3 ss ter quotidie. Mr have some loose folds of integument removed from the verge of the anus. She inhaled gently and steadily and became unconscious without any excitement. In about 3 minutes there was a slight tendency to snoring and the operation was commenced although the sensitivity of the conjunctivae was only in part removed. There was no flinching or crying, and a little contraction of the features and increased quickness of respiration were the only effects of the operation, till just at the conclusion when there was a kind of hysterical sobbing which lasted about a minute afterwards, immediately after which she enquired what was the matter, and said she felt confused about something, but in another minute was quite collected and felt surprised and thankful that the operation had been done. Of middle age. f2) Mr Mr. Morton divided the tendons of the ham string muscles. The narcotism was carried little if at all beyond the 2nd. degree, yet she showed no sign of any impression being caused by the operation. Mr. Dubois. Visit. Much the same. Mr. Frankum's Child. Cough better, but more feverish and some diarrhoea, his food passing undigested. Magnesia C 3ss P Ipecac gr iv Aqua 3 iv T' Rhei Co 3ii [th] .
John Snow Thursday 20 July Mr Prescribed for Mrs. Barker. Inf Gentianae Co c Spts Ammon Co.
Mr. Legasick's father, apparently a little more than 50, was brought home reported to have been run over by a cab. Had been previously not in good health, and had been attending at a Dispensary for pain at his "chest". There was a cut of one finger and a soft swelling from a recent contusion at the back of the head on the right side, probably from his having come violently in contact with the ground. He was in a state resembling the "second degree of narcotism". He answered short questions properly by yes and no, put out his tongue, and 4 complained of uneasiness over the sternum, in answer to a question. Also (4) in answer to a leading question, said that he remembered being knocked down. Tried to get his hand away when plaster was being put on his finger, & did not know that he was at home, till Case Books reminded. P. nat. Did not smell of drink, and his friends thought that he had not had any. Had been conducted home by a woman whom he had met in a state of bewilderment, asking his way to his home of which he remembered the street & no. but to which he could not direct himself. He Mr. Johnson. Inhaled readily and soon became insensible. Effect was carried beyond the commencement of the 2nd degree and she recovered her consciousness without sickness or depression. Mrs. Hancock === also took Chloroform to have a small fatty tumour removed from over the === scapula by Mr. Johnson, who was four months advanced in pregnancy. She was very intolerant of the pungency of the vapour and could only be got to inhale it by using a little force although it was applied in the most gradual way. As soon as she appeared 7 unconscious the sensibility of the cornea was found to be much {71 diminished, and an incision was made by pinching up the skin and transfixing it and cutting outwards, which allowed the tumour to be squeezed out at once. There was no sign of suffering. Mr. Erichsen, who divided the sphincter ani on account of an ulcer of the rectum. The patient was young and hysterical and had some dread of the chloroform. She was nervous about inhaling and left off repeatedly, almost as soon as she perceived the flavour of it. Then she began to cough before the valve was half closed, and after a little interruption from this cause she became hysterical and tossed herself about in such a way that it was impossible to give her any more without using more force than Mr. E. was slightly open, she said that she felt it taking effect and felt as if she was about to faint; she had just before said that she had felt palpitations, and just afterwards she complained of pain in the region of the heart. The pulse however was pretty good -and in less than half a minute she uttered a singing cry, and when that ceased there was slight snoring, and the (22) 22 inhalation was discontinued and the operation begun although the eyes were not turned up and there was strong winking on the conjunctivae being touched. The mouth was opened without difficulty and two teeth which required very deliberate traction were drawn. The patient then closed her mouth very firmly probably because she began to feel, and whilst they were trying to open it, she began to look up, and I commenced to give her some more vapour, and whilst about to do so she vomited a little. After inhaling a short time voluntary motion ceased and when she was apparently in the same condition as the former occasion the operation was commenced. There was a little more trouble this time in getting the mouth open, but all the remaining teeth were removed before she recovered her sensibility. There was no crying or other indication of pain, except a slight flinch at the last. Consciousness quickly retumed but she was very sick, vomiting repeatedly; a good deal of blood had been swallowed and came up. She lay on the sofa and had a little brandy and cold water without apparent benefit. I saw her again 2 hours after when she had removed to her hotel and gone to bed. She was still sick and cold and with a small pulse. She had hot brandy and water and a foot warmer, and in a little time felt better but was still sick occasionally and had pain at the top of her head. 2 or 3 hours afterwards she had an effervescing draught but without apparent benefit; she then took 12 drops of Brandy, soon after went to sleep for a few hours, and was not afterwards sick. Had a little headache during the night, but felt pretty well the following morning.
(23) Mrs. Sutton. Delivery (Fem) . Was called at a quarter to four A.M. and found that she had been in labour 3 or 4 hours. Pains had been strong and bearing down, and the os uteri was about half dilated. She inhaled chloroform. After the first inhalation which was carried only just far enough to suspend consciousness there was a somewhat longer interval before the next pain came -viz 3 or 4 minutes, but afterwards the pains continued with very slight interruption (scarcely half a minute) until the labour was completed which was about 1/4 past 5. During this time she was kept unconscious the greater part of the time, a little more vapour being given whenever consciousness returned. The effect was never carried further than the second degree, and there were all the usual straining and other demonstrations of strong bearing down pains. She rambled in her mind occasionally but was quiet and manageable. Was quite unconscious of the birth, but recovered it in 2 or 3 minutes. About 3 ss of chl. was used.
24
(24) Mrs past 2 when a female child was born, the patient being still unconscious. In a few minutes it was followed by the placenta as she was partly recovering. The child's head was very compressed and it was in a state of asphyxia fetching a breath only at intervals of about a minute; the pulsations of the cord were distinct and strong but slow. Dashing cold water on the child sometimes caused it to breathe a little sooner, & its lips were black and limbs relaxed. The cord pulsated as far as it was exposed from the vagina -and a little before the placenta was delivered I compressed the cord with my finger and thumb and immediately the breathing became nearly as frequent as natural. When the pressure was removed for a short time the breathing diminished, but on tying the cord it improved, and the child was soon pretty well. The mother recovered her consciousness quietly in a few minutes. Complains a good deal of the pains which have been present since 5 o'clock. They continued for 2 or 3 hours longer and then subsided, but returned about 10 at night. At this time the os uteri was in nearly the same state as in the morning. The pains continued all night and I was called at 1/2 past 7 A.M. on the 11th. The os uteri was now in the centre and dilated to the size of a half penny, the membranes unruptured and the pains pretty strong. The patient had had very little sleep since the 9th., and was weary and impatient. The pulse was natural and there was no fever. She began shortly after this to inhale chloroform. After the first inhalation, although it did not either cause unconsciousness or altogether remove the suffering, there was a longer pause than usual before the next pain; but after this they 40 progressed as before. The patient slept between the {401 pains, and called for more chloroform at the commencement of each fresh one. The inhalation was left off for half an hour on that occasion and at 11 o'clock the os uteri was dilated to the size of a crown piece and the head was advanced within the brim of the pelvis. The chloroform was given with every pain after this time. A little before one the patient, who was not quite conscious of surrounding objects, exclaimed that the child was coming. The bag of waters was protruding externally, and the membranes were so tough that both hands were required to tear them. The head now pressed on the perineum which was supported. A little more chlm. was given and in a few minutes the child was born. It was small, it moved its limbs freely as soon as born, and breathed regularly but did not cry, or seem to dilate its lungs freely for some time. The placenta followed immediately and the patient slept the greater part of the afternoon.
Administered Chloroform this evening to Miss Rickards, of Stowlangtoft Rectory, staying at Mr. Joseph Wilson's, Highbury Hill. Apparently about 25 years of age she has been suffering from neuralgia more or less for 9 years. The complaint has been very severe for the last three weeks. It affects now the left side of the face and head and the left arm, but more particularly a tooth on that side decayed and stopped. The pain usually comes on about three in the afternoon and lasts till an early hour in the morning. Takes morphia in 1/2 gr doses wh. are often repeated 2 or 3 times in the day. Is under Dr. Watson's care and is now taking the Iodide of Pot. Tried Quininae lately but could not go on with it. Inhaled until consciousness was nearly suspended, and remained 5 minutes without speaking. 41
Afterwards she said that she was very comfortable, and (41 ) felt only the least possible pain in the tooth. The inhalation was repeated 3 times in the course of an hour -the last time to the extent of just inducing unconsciousness. The pain which returned after the inhalation was very slight and confined to the neighbourhood of the tooth. P. which had been rather quick was soft and slow after the inhalation. Tuesday 12 Dec.
Saw Miss Rickards at Dr. Watson's. States that she fell asleep at 11 last night (2 hours after the chlm.) and slept about 3 hours when she was awoken by decided tooth ache, and took a dose of morphia, after wh. she went to sleep again. Administered Chloroform to a young lady -aged about 25 but slender and in appearance not more than 16 -whilst Mr. Quain removed an osseous tumour, attached to the thigh bone a little above the knee. The patient was rendered unconscious in the adjoining room, and had some more vapour when placed on the table. There was the least possible rigidity in the third degree. The inspirations were of a sobbing character when the knife entered and for a quarter of a minute; the rest of the time the patient was perfectly still with the eyes turned up. She took a little vapour from time to time. After being removed to bed she recovered her consciousness without aberration and was very cheerful. The exostosis was separated by pincers. (Fem) . Was called to her yesterday and found her distressed with vomiting and suffering severe pains with great bearing down efforts. Os uteri was dilated, head presenting above the brim of the pelvis. A dose of laudanum was vomited, but a second dose given two or three hours later was retained, and relieved the pains. She passed the night without much pain. The pains returned this morning, and at my visit about eleven I found the os uteri dilated to rather more than the size of a shilling. The pains continued to increase and at 1/2 past 3 had become very strong. The os uteri was the size of a crown piece and the head descending into the pelvis. The patient was screaming out and complaining bitterly of her suffering, and there was great bearing down which caused a fullness of the vagina with a tendency to prolapsus of its mucous membrane. She now inhaled the chloroform, a small quantity of wh. short of causing unconsciousness seems to have the effect of increasing the straining efforts of the respiratory muscles, but when she inhaled enough to render her unconscious there was a longer pause before the next pain, wh. generally did not return until she had resumed the conscious state. After a very long pain during which she was but partly conscious, she exclaimed that the child was born, and I found it was so as far as the hips, it was partly covered by the membranes, wh. had been ruptured only at birth. It did not breathe at first, but the cord was pulsating well, and it fetched a sigh now and then on being blown at with the breath; it breathed better on the cord being pressed tightly -so it was tied and divided and in a short time the child was 49 crying and seemed to be (49) recovered. It however made a moaning noise afterwards, and it expired 8 hours after its birth. The birth took place 3/4 of an hour after the inhalation of chloroform began. In two or three minutes two large firm clots of blood weighing about a pound were expelled immediately afterwards; there was no more haemorrhage of consequence and the pulse or general feelings and state of the patient were not in the least affected by the haemorrhage. Not much afterpain. The mother had a fall on her hands and knees about a week ago, and thinks that may have injured the child, which is doubtful. more than a minute although the valve had not been quite closed; the eyes were now slightly turned up and the surface of the conjunctivae rather congested but winking still continued. In a little time, half a minute or so, longer the conjunctivae were insensible. The operation was now commenced -the jaws were rather rigid, but were opened with a little pressure. The patient cried out a little but did not flinch or move her hands. The crying increased as the operation went on, and after 3 teeth and stumps had been extracted, some more vapour was inhaled. She continued to cry in an hysterical manner during the inhalation, and also whilst 2 more teeth were extracted and until she began to recover her consciousness. Did not feel the operation. Felt sick for some time and vomited once or twice, but the sickness was relieved by a little brandy and water. In Mr. Robinson extracted some teeth. She had a slight irregularity in the action of the heart which had existed for five years and caused her medical man in the country to be opposed very much to the use of chloroform which however she wished to have. Mr Figure 3 : Snow here gives the anaesthetic for a dental extraction by James Robinson, the true pioneer of British anaesthesia (see Introduction, p. xviii-xix).
John Snow every 5 or 6 beats. The sounds of the heart were natural except this irregularity. I told her that she might safely take the chloroform and I returned with her to Mr. R. Soon after she began to inhale and whilst the vapour was still very weak, she pushed away the face-piece, and said she could not go on as she felt as if she was going to die. Being induced to begin again her fear produced the same result. Mr. R. then got her to smell some chlm. on a handkerchief -we got this a little nearer to her face and, when she had become drowsy, succeeded in getting the face-piece on and in soon making her insensible. There was some excitement and struggling after she became unconscious. Two teeth were taken out 57 without any signs of sensation. 1 57) She then inhaled again, and the third tooth broke and had to be taken out in pieces, & towards the end she cried out. But on recovering her consciousness, which she did upwards of 5 minutes afterwards, she said that she had felt nothing whatever. Mr. F. divided the tendo Achillis in the limb on which he had performed Chopart's amputation of the foot several weeks ago. The patient having been in the hospital ever since, his stump being now healed, and he being now in very good condition the reverse of his state at the former operation. He began to inhale in rather an awkward posture without having his head well supported. He had scarcely lost his consciousness when he began to kick violently and to strike out with his fists with all his might. He was secured by the assistants, and the inhalation being resumed he was soon made insensible, and the operation was performed. Soon afterwards he began to shout and scream and was carried away in this state. When I saw him in the ward about twenty 58 minutes t 58) afterwards he was suffering hysteric fits. He was lying on the bed struggling, and three or four patients holding him. The eyelids were closed & the eyes turned up, conjunctivae sensible. The paroxysms lasted 2 or 3 minutes and were followed by an intermission of about the same duration during which the expression of his countenance was that of a person conscious, but he did not regard what was said. The paroxysms commenced with deep sobbing inspirations, and winking. Dashing cold water in the face and chest seemed to relieve him a little. The complaint left him in about an hour. Administered Chloroform also to Herbert Poole, aet. 12, whilst Mr. Fergusson performed amputation of the thigh. Patient much reduced. Had chloroform in the ward, as well as the above, by Cochrane previous to his being carried into the theatre. Besides extensive ulceration of the cartilages of the knee joint there was an extensive abscess reaching far up the thigh, part of the walls of wh. remained in the stump. No excitement struggling or signs of pain.
